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Current/Upcoming Events

✦ April 1 - 30 – Call for Exhibit Submissions OPEN 

2026 Utah Travels Photo Exhibit  
✦ April 11 / 9:00am - Noon (Trolley Square) 

The Color Capture Challenge Field Trip 
✦ April 14 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

(Ruth Vine Tyler Library, Midvale) 

The Importance of Photography 
✦ April 26 - May 3 – Competition Submission OPEN 

Multiple Exposure 
✦ May 7 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

(Millcreek Community Library) 

A Classic Comes Back: 10 x 10 
✦ May 14 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

(Millcreek Community Library) 

The Art of Aviation Photography 
✦ May 28 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

(Millcreek Community Library) 

May Competition/Critique Meeting 
✦ June 4-July 8 

2026 Utah Travels Photo Exhibit  

Utah Cultural Celebration Center 
✦ July 15 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm (Zoom) 

A Very Short Course in Still Life Photography with 

Mark Battista 

2025/2026 

Competition Themes

September – Environmental Portrait (COMPLETE) 

 

November – Color Isolation (COMPLETE) 

 

January – Low Key/High Key Lighting (COMPLETE) 

 

March – Intentional Camera Movement (COMPLETE) 

 

May – Multiple Exposure 

 

 

Volunteers Needed

Our camera club has always been powered by its 

members, and that spirit of volunteering is what keeps 

our community active, creative, and fun. As a 

volunteer-run organization, we rely on members 

stepping up to help make things happen – and right 

now, we could really use your help. 

We are seeking volunteers to assist with: 

 

Social Media (sharing member events and club news 

through Instagram and Facebook) 

 

Workshops and Presentations (planning, 

coordination, or day-of help) 

Field Trips (organizing locations, logistics, or serving as 

a point person) 

Exhibits (suggesting locations and helping with setup) 

 

You don’t need to be an expert – just willing to 

contribute some time and enthusiasm. Many roles can 

be shared or adjusted to fit your availability, and 

volunteering is a great way to connect with fellow 

members and help shape the future of our club. 

If you’re interested or would like more information 

about any of these opportunities, please email us  

at info@wasatchcameraclub.com or speak with a  

board member. Even a small contribution can make a  

big difference.

mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=2026-utah-travels-photo-exhibit-at-utah-cultural-celebration-center-call-for-submissions
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-color-capture-challenge
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-importance-of-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=may-multiple-exposure-submission-opens-april-26
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=a-classic-comes-back-10-x-10
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-art-of-aviation-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=competition-critique-meeting-9
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=2026-utah-travels-photo-exhibit-at-utah-cultural-celebration-center-call-for-submissions
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=a-very-short-course-in-still-life-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=a-very-short-course-in-still-life-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/September-2025-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=march-intentional-camera-movement-submission-opens-march-1
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=may-multiple-exposure-submission-opens-april-26
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About the Cover Image

Colored Pencils by Chad Parry

Inspiration for this image came from watching Camera Club Live on 

YouTube. They presented a colored pencil photoshoot concept and I 

thought it would be fun to recreate it in my own way. Since I had set up  

a small studio at home while recovering from knee surgery, it gave me the 

perfect chance to experiment.  

 

For the photoshoot, I used double-sided tape along with two sticks to 

hold the colored pencils in place and keep their tips perfectly aligned. 

Once everything was secured, I positioned the pencils on a lab/retort 

stand above a baking pan filled close to the level of the tips – careful to 

ensure the liquid didn’t touch them. A softbox was placed directly above 

the pencils and water and my camera was set to ISO 100, 1/200, and 

 f/3.5. (A complete list of materials and equipment provided below.) 

I shot over 200 frames while fine-tuning the setup, and one unexpected 

challenge was that if the pencil tips got wet, the pigment would start to puddle. Whenever that happened,  

I had to re-sharpen the pencils and carefully reassemble everything. Getting the water level just right was 

critical – you have to gently shake the pan at the moment you press the shutter to create that distorted 

reflection of the colored pencils in the water.  

In editing, I slightly lowered the exposure, added a bit of contrast, reduced highlights, and corrected the 

vertical edges to keep the composition clean and orderly. 

 

Materials 

- Colored pencils 

- Double-sided tape 

- Two wooden sticks, about 1/2” x 1” x 16” 

- Two lab stands (retort stands) or something similar to hold the pencils above water 

- Black baking pan 

- Water 

  

Equipment 

- Canon EOS R5 Mark II 

- Canon EF 24–70mm f/2.8L 

- Godox V100 

- Godox X3 trigger 

- Godox 24x24 softbox 

- Manfrotto light stand 

- Manfrotto carbon fiber tripod with Kirk ball head 
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Member Profile – Tom Moehn

I was born and raised in Minneapolis, Minnesota and moved to 

Utah in August of 2024. Like in the movie Good Will Hunting, I did 

it because “I had to go see about a girl.” We got married a few 

months ago. 

We’ve seen photography develop a lot over the last several 

decades, haven’t we? In the 60’s I got my first camera, a Polaroid 

“Swinger” instant camera. I generally used it to take simple photos 

of my friends and family. In 1976, I received a 35mm camera. I was 

inspired to begin capturing urban and street scenes. I began to 

realize how truly interesting my surroundings were and was drawn 

to capturing images of these everyday moments.  

Being carless in college, I had no other choice but to use my 

bicycle to travel around the city. At that time, I was mainly taking 

photos for my own entertainment and the occasional college 

credit. My love for urban and street photography remained, but a 

new interest in abstract art began to emerge. Taking monochrome 

images with film-based media, my pictures led me to focus more 

on my composition of the shot and focal point of interest, things I 

had developed a knack for over the years listening to my dad’s processes as he edited his 16mm films. If he 

could see how I turned those casual talks into all the success I’ve had over the years, he would be proud. 

In 2003, while vacationing in Paris, I realized one of his ideas. I made an illusionary photo by dangling my 

camera over the railing of the Eiffel Tower. It became a precious and unforgettable memory as well as creative 

photographic moment. 

In 2019 I became a certified Twin Cities Area Council of Camera Clubs photography judge. While judging, it 

fascinates me to see people taking common subjects and turning them into something striking, the kind of 

image that would make you sit back and say “Wow.” I enjoyed critiquing other people’s work, and to this day, 

camera clubs from Minnesota still ask for me to judge their salons. I’m deeply honored when they call me up 

to judge. 

As my photographic and management experience grew, I was elected as Co-President of the Crosstown 

Camera Club in Edina, Minnesota. Sadly, it was a few months prior to COVID. It was a trying time, but to be 

around like-minded people, and with a community of talented and passionate photographers, it pushed us all 

to bring our best to the forefront . 

Nowadays, I partake in a wide variety of photography genres, such as wildlife, astro, landscape, and abstract.  

I embrace the hard work needed to take the perfect shot and take pride in the dedication and patience 

needed throughout the process. My photography has expanded my comprehension, granting me access to all 

the beauty the world has to offer whether here in Utah, the United States or abroad. I still compete locally, 

nationally, and internationally. I’m a consummate learner and still having fun out there!!
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A Tribute to Dr. Stephen Eugene Clayson

Wasatch Camera Club member Stephen Clayson passed away on 

March 13. Stephen joined the club as an “Advanced” member in 

2017 and, after a three-year break, returned in 2020 with renewed 

passion – entering every competition and advancing to the 

“Masters” level. 

 

Outside of the camera club, Dr. Stephen Eugene Clayson was a 

man who dedicated his life to the delicate architecture of the 

human heart, yet he possessed a soul expansive enough to 

embrace the furthest reaches of the cosmos through his 

photography. As a pioneering cardiothoracic surgeon in Salt Lake 

City, he was revered not only for his technical brilliance in life-

saving procedures but for the profound devotion he showed his 

patients. His legacy as a healer is written in the restored lives of 

those he treated, a testament to a career defined by "rare skill and 

uncommon devotion." Whether he was performing Utah’s first 

minimally invasive lung reduction or serving his faith and family, Stephen moved through the world with a 

relentless curiosity and a warmth that stayed with him until the very end. 

 

While his hands worked miracles in the operating room, his eyes found beauty in the silent wonders of 

the natural world. Stephen’s transition from a family vacation photographer to a national award-winning 

artist mirrored the precision of his medical practice; he traded the scalpel for a Nikon to capture 

landscapes and the elusive "nightscapes" of the heavens. He spent countless hours in the stillness of the 

dark, peering through his lens at nebulae and galaxies invisible to the naked eye. Through his 

photography, Stephen bridged the gap between the finite and the infinite, leaving behind a visual legacy 

that reminds us to look upward and find light even in the deepest shadows. 

 

As a member of the camera club, he earned 19 first-place awards, including five in 2022, and was 

honored as Photographer of the Year for the past two consecutive years. Stephen will be remembered for 

his talent, dedication, and lasting contributions to the club.  

Photographer of the Year 

2023/2024 

2024/2025 

 

Continue to the next page to view a few of Stephen’s 

outstanding images. 
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The Heart of Venice (2022) 

Best of Show

Horsehead & Flame Nebulae (2025) 

People’s Choice

Frosty Morning (2017) 

First Image Submitted

A Tribute to Dr. Stephen Eugene Clayson (cont.)

Concerned (2025) 

Last Image Submitted

– by Randy Collier & Jason Cameron
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Competition Recap

January Results – Low Key/High Key Lighting

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

Award Title Member

1 Elegance Chad Perry

2 Love My Shadow Chad Perry

3 Arc of Dusk Ana Sosa Steinbach

HM Nothin’ But Jay Neil Decker

Elegance by Chad Parry

Intermediate – First Place

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-3HLm29F/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-J4CF9KG/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-L4jHspH/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-CPmFkWv/A
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January Results – Low Key/High Key Lighting (cont.)

Winter Bald Eagle by Srinivasan Govindarajan

Award Title Member

1 Winter Bald Eagle Srinivasan Govindarajan

2 Light & Shadow Paul Bradley

3 Third Door on the Left Randy Gerdes

HM*
Descent Into Darkness Randy Gerdes

Oslo Opera House Paul Bradley

Advanced – First Place

*  Two-way tie  CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-JMvgmKw/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-fDpVM5G/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-XvNrbFT/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-dDp47KL/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-8PRgnkm/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
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January Results – Low Key/High Key Lighting (cont.)

Masters – First Place

Icelandic Blonde by Greg Smith 

People’s Choice 

Award Title Member

1 Icelandic Blonde (People’s Choice) Greg Smith

2 They Gotta Go Through Me First Anna Day

3 Delight Linda Dalton Walker

HM Old Hohner Greg Smith

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-LfNrLf3/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-Dn6PQGZ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-rzzRr4M/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-XFNjtWX/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
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January Results – Open

Intermediate – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Antelope Sunset Mark Bringhurst

2*
Farmhouse Hardware Anthea Letsou

Sneffels Chad Parry

HM*
Courthouse Wash Anthea Letsou

En’ Pointe’ Tammy Stoner

Antelope Sunset by Mark Bringhurst 

*  Two-way tie  CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-tR2TxzP/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-xcCjq3N/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-97LxnQT/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-pxv9Gh4/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-jTfv6xc/A
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January Results – Open (cont.)

Advanced – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Target Practice Dawn Griffith

2 Against the Prairie Wind Randy Gerdes

3*
Hawkeye Paul Bradley

All Returns to Earth Randy Gerdes

Target Practice by Dawn Griffith

*  Two-way tie  CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-dMR9RnG/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-vfdBwGJ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-qWkLthx/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-3f43c5L/A
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January Results – Open (cont.)

Masters – First Place

Silky Seaside Surf by Greg Smith

Award Title Member

1 Silky Seaside Surf Greg Smith

2 Aspen Avenue Jason Cameron

3 Trouble Brewing Jason Cameron

HM The Courtship Veloy Cook

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-BZQtz6g/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-rR2gjXr/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-n5wcnLb/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/January-2026-Competition/i-xTMx8Sk/A
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March Results – Intentional Camera Movement (cont.)

Christmas From a Tube  by Neil Decker

Intermediate – First Place

*  Two-way tie  

Award Title Member

1 Christmas From a Tube Neil Decker

2 Blooming Flames Chad Parry

3*
Wake Believe Neil Decker

Swamp Grass Mark Bringhurst

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-btwqw7J/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-CSBLq7F/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-hVZvfCJ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-TXQNd9K/A
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March Results – Intentional Camera Movement (cont.)

Portal by Dawn Griffith

Advanced – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Portal Dawn Griffith

2*
Requiem Elizabeth Roach

Eerie Forest Jim Thompson

HM OC Tanner James Roach

*  Two-way tie  CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-wL6fVfb/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-3mP5SfM/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-QS9nB7r/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-PRrqZWZ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition


                                                                                       

15

March Results – Intentional Camera Movement (cont.)

The Big Bang by Greg Smith

Masters – First Place

Award Title Member

1 The Big Bang Greg Smith

2 Zoom for the Holidays Greg Smith

3 Speedy Delivery Keith Hill

HM On Approach Brent Ovard

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-QThbGdd/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-VffZ2Wq/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-DGnkjM6/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-8LKkVLK/A
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March Results – Open (cont.)

Wading Stilt by Nancy Thornblad

Intermediate – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Wading Stilt Nancy Thornblad

2 Upper Provo Falls Anthea Letsou

3 Color Waves Chad Parry

HM Winter Tree Nancy Thornblad

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-T2DZJMX/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-sg2zhjB/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-Pg7WVcb/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-bR9CFBJ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition
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March Results – Open (cont.)

Huffing and Puffin by Paul Bradley

Advanced – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Huffing and Puffin Paul Bradley

2 Surveying at Sunrise Paul Bradley

3 Goin’ to Ground James Roach

HM Sandhill Soul Mates Dawn Griffith

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-zMLqz8S/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-76wqJ8T/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-nqwjvLS/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-bSWQvQK/A
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March Results – Open (cont.)

Game On by Anna Day

Masters – First Place

Award Title Member

1 Game On Anna Day

2 Eye on You Brent Ovard

3 Agean Escape Veloy Cook

HM I See You Anna Day

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-T2WCjdv/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-FM8xTsg/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-v52MsS8/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/March-2026-Competition/i-GZzPfwT/A
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Friends of Bosque del Apache Newsletter 
Article by Dawn Griffith with WCC Club Member Images

Members in the News

My name is Dawn Griffith, and I serve as the Field Trip Chair for the Wasatch Camera Club, organizing 

both overnight and day trips. I’ve held this volunteer role for five years, and my goal has always been to 

introduce our members to new, inspiring places they may never have considered photographing. 

 

For quite some time, I’ve been fascinated by Sandhill Crane 

colts. They nest and hatch here in Utah, but then they 

disappear—and one day I caught myself wondering, “Where 

do they go?” That simple question sent me down a rabbit hole 

of research and conversations with fellow members. Again and 

again, Bosque del Apache and its famous Festival of the Cranes 

came up. 

 

The more I learned, the more excited I became. Bosque del 

Apache felt close enough to be accessible – whether by car or 

plane – but far enough to feel like a true adventure. The idea of 

witnessing thousands of cranes in one place, and giving our club the chance to photograph such an 

extraordinary spectacle, felt like the perfect combination. It quickly became a bucket-list destination for 

me, and clearly I wasn’t alone – our trip even developed a waitlist, and I’m confident we’ll offer it again. 

 

Continued on next page…

Photo Credit: Brent Ovard

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/
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Friends of Bosque del Apache Newsletter (cont.)

When I called the refuge, a staff member recommended visiting right after the Festival to avoid the 

crowds and have more space to photograph. That turned out to be wonderful advice. I also reached out 

about the free daily tours, which the refuge helped me arrange. From the very first phone call, working 

with the rangers and volunteers was seamless. 

 

As a group, we had an unforgettable experience – better than I could have imagined. Bosque del Apache 

delivered everything we hoped for and more. 

 

Our multi-day adventure to Bosque del 

Apache National Wildlife Refuge felt like 

stepping into a living postcard. From the 

moment we arrived, the light seemed to 

conspire in our favor – soft, golden, and 

endlessly flattering. Every sunrise painted 

the marshes in warm pastels, and every 

sunset wrapped the landscape in deep, 

cinematic tones that made even the simplest 

compositions feel extraordinary. 

 

The refuge itself was overflowing with life. 

Everywhere we turned, something moved – 

cranes bugling in the distance, raptors 

cruising low over the fields, ducks skimming the water, and of course, the stars of the show: the snow 

geese. Their sheer numbers were staggering, a reminder of how wild and alive this place truly is. 

 

But nothing compared to the daily rituals that became the heartbeat of our trip: the morning and evening 

fly-outs. Standing together in the cold, waiting for that first burst of wings, we watched as thousands of 

snow geese lifted off in unison – an explosion of sound, motion, and energy that you could feel in your 

chest. The evening returns were just as magical, the sky streaked with birds gliding home against the 

fading light. 

Continued on next page…

Photo Credit: Liz Roach

Photo Credit: Brent Ovard
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Friends of Bosque del Apache Newsletter (cont.)

And after long days in the field, our group dinners became their own kind of highlight. Warm meals, tired 

laughter, shared images, and stories from the day – those conversations stitched the whole experience 

together. It wasn’t just about the photographs we captured, but the camaraderie, the inspiration, and the 

joy of being surrounded by people who see the world through the same creative lens. 

 

In the end, Bosque del Apache gave us everything we hoped for and more: unforgettable light, abundant 

wildlife, breathtaking moments in the air, and the kind of shared memories that make a camera club feel 

like a family. 

Photo Credit: Dawn Griffith

Photo Credit: Brent Ovard

Photo Credit: Liz Roach

CLICK HERE to view the original article in the 

Friends of Bosque del Apache newsletter.

https://friendsofbosquedelapache.org/bosque-del-apache-an-inspiring-canvas-for-refuge-visitors/?emci=7b3fe0c3-ef05-f111-832e-000d3a18942f&emdi=d0fcb97e-ad09-f111-832e-0022482a9733&ceid=17270570
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PSA News

By Greg Smith, Board Director & PSA Chair

Hoatzins Mating by Greg Smith 

PSA Award of Merit - Nature

Interclub Competition

Continued on next page…

The second round of the PSA Interclub competition closed February 15th. Final scores were recently 

reported by PSA, and have been posted on the club website. As before, selection of the six photos to 

be submitted to PSA was determined by evaluation and vote of several club board members. 

  

When reviewing points and awards, please note that there are two distinct forms of Interclub 

recognition: Standings, which reflect total points accumulated by clubs, and Awards, which recognize 

individual round results for makers. Merit and Honorable Mention awards are based not only on point 

totals but also on extensive discussions among the judges. Through a collaborative, give-and-take 

process, they work together to select the strongest images. As a result, a non-award-winning image 

may occasionally score the same or even higher than an award-winning image. These interclub 

competitions should be considered as educational exercises which allow one to see how their image 

stands among a broader population of photographers, and international judges with diverse 

backgrounds. A valid criticism that I hear is the absence of specific critiques, beyond what the point 

score signifies as described in the SCORING GUIDE. Adding specific critiques might be considered 

too much to ask for the judges, who score these roughly 150 images on a completely voluntary basis 

each round. PSA offers much for individual members, including individual competitions which can have 

critiques of select images, small study groups on specific subjects, and individual portfolio reviews.  

 

All scores and club standings are posted on the website HERE. 
 

Interclub Results 
 

Nature: Eighteen images from 11 makers were 

submitted, the six selected photos scored from 

17 to 25 points. Greg Smith was awarded an 

Award of Merit for his “Hoatzins Mating” 

image. This advanced us from 12th to 7th Place, 

tied with a sister club in Boise.

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-26-PSA-Interclub-SCORING-GUIDE.pdf
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/psa-interclub-competitions/
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/PSA-Competitions/2025-26/Nature/R2-Nature/i-xd6n9ZN/A
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PSA News (cont.)

Interclub Results (cont.) 
 

PID-Color: Sixteen images from 11 makers were submitted, with scores from 16 to 23 from our 6 

entries.  Congratulations to Chad Parry and Jim Roach, who earned Honorable Mentions for “Colored 

Pencils” and “Iceland2”, respectively. This advanced us one place, from 7th to 6th. 

  

 

 

PID-Monochrome: Sixteen images from 11 makers were submitted, with scores from 17 to 22. No 

awards were bestowed, but we still managed to move from 12th to 9th Place with our efforts. 

 

 

PhotoFestival in Las Vegas 

Registration opens April 1, 2026 for the multi-day  

September 13-19 event. Loaded with speakers and  

hands-on workshop experiences, the festival has much  

to offer for photographers and families alike.  

 

See psaphotofestival.org for details and registration. 

 

 

Other News 

With the revamping of the PSA website under the new URL 

psaphotoworldwide.org, PSA has joined the multiverse of social media platforms. To connect, click on 

the links below: 

  

FACEBOOK      INSTAGRAM    YOUTUBE        X          TIKTOK 

 

Colored Pencils by Chad Parry 

PSA Honorable Mention – Color

Iceland2 by Jim Roach 

PSA Honorable Mention – Color

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/PSA-Competitions/2025-26/PID-Color/R2-PID-Color/i-hkJp64S/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/PSA-Competitions/2025-26/PID-Color/R2-PID-Color/i-hkJp64S/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/PSA-Competitions/2025-26/PID-Color/R2-PID-Color/i-8Xws9hC/A
http://psaphotofestival.org
http://psaphotoworldwide.org
https://www.facebook.com/people/Photographic-Society-of-America-Worldwide/61573446719409/
https://www.instagram.com/psaphotoworldwide/
https://xdez76mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hsVbWj2weVNorsYBs2rqH2YWDQsBZd86oH45AF6udyMEbdMpV9VaviHRBcju1od_BmGJdt5AA9AlHC_wdns0GOTG_Tum9CPNChdxeATTZouWJu9-fUGXQoi2pfQ2znoBg_RtepLkHTVqJsHqN5lZv-GRbUzr-6Rl5YXhjgckypDzq-FWf1aF9w==&c=5mIrRjF4CHk6xcNtN5ZkEzJqhLB4
https://x.com/worldwidepsa
https://www.tiktok.com/@psaphotoworldwide
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By John Nellist, Treasurer

Continued on next page…

Photographing Festivals

 

Festivals offer a unique opportunity to capture images of local people participating in celebrations to 

honor a specific occasion. Over the last 2 years I have been fortunate enough to attend three major 

festivals around the world. 

The Voodoo festival is held in Ouidah in the country of Benin, West Africa, which is the spiritual heart of 

this religion. Voodoo was recognized as the official religion of Benin in 1996 and about 60% of the 

country’s citizens follow this tradition. The festival is held in the middle of January and the celebration 

comprises ceremonies, traditional dances and rituals. While the primary events occur in Ouidah, the 

Government declares a three day national holiday so there are other celebrations held in different parts 

of the country during this time period. 

The Nadaam festival in Mongolia occurs in the second week of July every year and has been held 

annually for over 800 years. It is the major cultural event of the year in Mongolia, celebrating the 

country’s independence and heritage, initially intended to keep the participating warriors in shape. It 

includes, what locals refer to as three “manly” games, which are wrestling, horse racing and archery. All 

attendees enjoy local food which is predominantly meat dishes accompanied by dumplings and 

fermented milk. 

 

Photo Credit: John Nellist
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Photographing Festivals by John Nellist, Treasurer (cont.)

Continued on next page…

Holi in India celebrates the triumph of good over evil 

with the victory of Vishnu over Hiranyakashipu.  It is a 

celebration of joy and color coinciding with the arrival 

of spring and end of winter. It is predominantly held 

in the Indian sub-continent, but has now been 

replicated in other parts of the world. It is an 

opportunity for people to have fun, characterized by 

the throwing of colored powder or water at each 

other. It is celebrated on the last full moon day of 

winter in the Hindu calendar, which is normally early 

March, possibly late February. 

 

Photographing any of these events is a major 

challenge, with the goal of wanting to get images of 

some of the participants, while also capturing the 

energy and atmosphere of the festival. It is difficult to 

do a lot of detailed research or preparation, as the 

schedule of events is unknown, so at any given time 

during the festival you must be ready to react and 

capture what is happening. 

I knew my potential images would range from wide angle, capturing a whole scene within the festival, 

to portraits of individual participants from distance. Therefore I had two Canon R5 camera bodies, one 

combined with a RF 24-70mm f2.8 lens and the other using a RF 70-200mm f2.8 lens. I had one over 

each shoulder so it was possible to quickly switch to a different camera and lens configuration 

depending on how the scene was changing. During this process it became apparent that Canon, in their 

wisdom, decided to change the functions of each switch on the top of the R5 body between mark i and 

mark ii. Therefore when you are in field, it can be confusing trying to change the settings quickly, as you 

are not immediately sure of the function of each button, which is frustrating. 

I normally avoid having a camera backpack carrying additional lenses or other accessories on my back 

as they can be obstructive when you are in a crowd and I am always conscious of security, fearing I 

could be vulnerable to possible theft from a bag carrying valuables. However, I always carry spare fully 

charged batteries and extra memory cards in a zipped pocket in my clothing. The nightmare scenario 

during intense shooting at a festival is to run out of either batteries or memory cards. 

 

A festival like Holi presents some unique challenges in that participants are throwing water and powder, 

which could cause significant damage to camera equipment. Therefore, we used plastic waterproof 

covers over the camera and lenses, held in place by duct tape attached to the solid lens cover. 

Photo Credit: John Nellist
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Photographing Festivals by John Nellist, Treasurer (cont.)

The action at these festivals is fast-paced and chaotic, impossible to predict. It is a goal to capture 

candid images, including spontaneous interactions between festival participants. When considering the 

different vantage points from which to shoot, one of my primary considerations is the background, 

which I want to avoid being a distraction. During one dance sequence at the Voodoo festival I thought I 

had captured some great images, except the background was not local people but a tour group, many 

of whom were standing there with large cameras and lenses around their necks. As the festival proceeds 

I will frequently move my location, simply to get a different viewpoint and lighting of the activities. I also 

look for potential images of spectators, many of whom are local people who are wearing their native 

costume and/or have applied face paint as part of the celebrations.  

Normally for festival photography I 

want a wide aperture to separate 

the subject from the background, 

usually between f2.8 and f4. To 

freeze the motion of dancing 

participants I like to shoot at 

1/1000 second, or quicker if 

possible. Given the changing 

lighting conditions of festival 

locations, I often just apply these 

settings manually, then let the 

camera automatically set the 

required ISO. Occasionally I 

deliberately set a slow shutter 

speed, 1/100 second or slower, to show motion of the dancer. I almost always shoot in continuous 

mode, which means I may capture many bad images, but hopefully in the middle of a sequence there 

will be one shot where the dancers eye are looking at the camera and in focus.  

So at the end of every day’s shooting at a festival, I had normally captured over 1,500 images. Many of 

these images were terrible, so immediately deleted, but hopefully for each day there are one or two 

gems. These were tiring days, a lot of fun and an opportunity to capture some really unique images. 

Photo Credit: John Nellist
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Exhibits – Upcoming

2026 Utah Travels Photo Exhibit 

Call for Submissions Open – April 1 - April 30 

– Claudia O’Grady, Secretary & Exhibits Chair

The popular WCC Utah Travels photo exhibit 

returns to the Utah Cultural Celebration Center in 

June!  This biannual exhibit, hosted in conjunction 

with West Valley Arts, showcases travel images 

captured by club members from excursions near 

and far. Images may be of destinations thousands 

of miles away or a few miles from home should 

reflect the global richness and diversity of people, 

events, nature, culture.  

 

The exhibit opens June 4 with a reception that 

evening and runs until July 8.  Registration and 

entry submission will open April 1 and close  

on April 30. 

 

Call for submission process: 

• Members may upload up to 3 image files in JPEG format only. 

• Members must use the required file naming protocol: LastName_FirstName_ImageTitle.jpg. If files are 

submitted without the proper naming protocol they will be sent back. File size MUST not exceed 

5MB. Please note…the filename is not the same as the image title! 

• Do not submit entries from prior Utah Travels exhibits. 

• There is no fee to submit your photographs, however there is a $15 per person participation fee if you are 

selected to be in the show (paid to West Valley Arts.) Cash prizes will be awarded along with special 

recognitions. 

• If your image(s) is accepted into the show you will be asked to provide location, year the photograph was 

taken and to write a short paragraph about the image to help tell the story of the image. This could be 

descriptive or emotional or even technique-related. 

 

Critical Dates: 

• April 30 / 6:00pm…Submission process closed 

• May 3…Acceptance notifications sent to members  

• May 29 & May 30…Drop-off finished art at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center 

• June 4 / 6:00pm - 8:00pm…Opening reception 

• June 9…Pick up unsold art

CLICK HERE to submit images – deadline is April 30 at 6:00pm.

Photo Credit: Claudia O’Grady

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=2026-utah-travels-photo-exhibit-at-utah-cultural-celebration-center-call-for-submissions
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One Picture Story 

Creative Corner

CLICK HERE for more One Picture Story submissions. 

Words and Image by Jeff Clay

Adrift

About One Picture Story  

Combine short text with a single image that, together, convey a story greater than the sum of its parts. The text 

should not be about the image (as it is for In Focus articles), nor should the image directly illustrate the text. 

Instead, the image should amplify the thought or feeling the text describes. CLICK HERE to submit a JPEG 

image and text. Please use our standard image file naming format (lastname_firstname_image-title.jpg.) 

Lost — 

We’ve lost our way 

The path obliterated by a thousand reasons 

Buried by ten thousand excuses 

Yielding endless choices and no decisions 

 
Desolation beckons — 

Yawning wide to accept any 

Promising everything to all 

Its beauty alluring 

Its simplicity seductive 

 

Cold descends — 

Wrapping ourselves 

In promised warmth 

Now long gone 

Cut by winds 

Threads blowing 

Heads down 

Marching on 

 

Forward — 

We trust 

Is straight ahead 

But means little 

And less 

When moving 

In circles

mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=One%20Picture%20Story%20Submission
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/one-picture-stories/
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In Focus

Creative Corner (cont.)

Selling Sunglasses – Words and Image by John Nellist

CLICK HERE for more In Focus submissions. 

Continued on next page…

It is somewhat ironic that the vast majority of the image being discussed in this newsletter’s “In Focus” 

section is actually out of focus. But one of the prerequisites of street photography is creativity and thinking 

out of the box. 

The location of this image is the Feira da Ladra Flea Market in Lisbon, capital of Portugal. It is often said that 

one man’s junk is another man’s treasure, and this flea market epitomizes this phrase. The market is held 

twice weekly and stalls are erected early along multiple cobbled streets in the old part of the city. It takes 

each vendor an extended period of time to unpack all their boxes to create tables of items that could interest 

prospective buyers. 

I meandered all the stalls and quickly concluded that almost all the items available for sale I would classify as 

junk and certainly not a treasure. There was one stall of old antique cameras that interested me, but none of 

them seemed uniquely rare so I just moved along through the market. 

 

In a market environment I normally just carry one camera and attached lens, not wanting to burden myself 

with a camera bag of alternative lenses that I am unlikely to use. The Canon R5 mark ii is ideal for these types 

of environments. It has a quick automatic focus and it is possible to select a subject to detect (e.g. people, 

animal, vehicle etc.) plus activate eye detection, so it is well suited to a situation where quickly reacting to 

people is important. The attached Canon RF 24-70 mm f2.8 lens is very versatile, allowing images to be 

captured of an entire market stall at a focal length of 24mm or portraits of individuals at 70mm. 

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/in-focus/
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In Focus (cont.)

About In Focus 

Members can share one image and tell a bit about it. Perhaps you want to share technical details or perhaps 

you want to share why you took the image? Maybe you want to express what the photograph means to you. 

Maybe you want to write about the location or perhaps the people in the image. It is up to you! To submit an 

image send it to info@wasatchcameraclub.com and don’t forget to also include your text bit about it.

So having not made any purchases it was time to take a few photographs. Some of the market stalls had a 

little photographic interest with colorful or unique items, but these types of images take little thought and 

can be quickly taken. Unfortunately, many of the proprietors of these market stalls seemed interesting 

characters, but they were reluctant to be photographed. 

One of the stalls was selling colorful sunglasses and provided a mirror for the potential customer to assess 

their proposed purchase. This mirror just sat on the table awaiting the next user. I realized this mirror was 

reflecting the eyes of the stall owner as she was moving along helping different customers. 

 

For this image I wanted the face of the market stall owner to be reflected in the mirror and in focus. The 

colorful sunglasses should be recognizable colorful shapes but out of focus. It was a challenge to achieve this 

goal as the saleswoman was in perpetual motion helping multiple customers at any one time. The autofocus 

of the camera body must detect and focus on the reflected light of the person, not all the items on the table. 

There were many failed images, with the saleswoman’s face not being reflected in the mirror or out of focus, 

but finally I captured the desired photo. I then just left the stall, wandered further along in the market, as the 

saleswoman continued to sell sunglasses, oblivious that she had been the subject of this image. 

mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com
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Project Slideshow

Creative Corner (cont.)

Saharan Blues: 8 Days and 9 Nights Deep in Algeria

CLICK HERE for more Project Slideshow submissions. 

About Project Slideshow 

Slideshows are a way to share a special project that you have worked on. Think of it as creating a mini-

documentary. Make a body of work comprised of a number of related images and create an MP4 slideshow – 

with or without music or narration. It is up to you. You will need to submit your slideshow to us  

(info@wasatchcameraclub.com) via the numerous cloud (Dropbox, Box.com, Google Drive, etc.) or large file 

transfer services (such as Filemail.com). We will then upload it to our Vimeo site for viewing. Get creative and 

tell a story with your images!

By Jeff Clay

In September of 2025 four 

camera club members – Chris 

Miller, Jeff Kramer, John 

Berneike and Jeff Clay – 

ventured into the deep south 

of the Algerian Sahara 

Desert. They spent eight days 

and nine nights camping 

under the stars, exploring the 

sands and rocks and 

occasional oases with their 

Tuareg guides. This video is a 

visual itinerary comprised of 

some of Jeff’s images. 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE to view Saharan Blues Project Slideshow. (WCC member sign-in required.) 

Photo Credit: Jeff Clay

mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com
https://vimeo.com/1176721621/58fe57918a?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/project-slideshows/
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CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations

Presentations & Workshops – Recaps

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops

– Lisa Thompson, Board Director & Workshop/Presentation Chair

January & February – Presentations by Fellow Club Members

Greece Travel Night Created with 

Photographers in Mind  

with Dawn Griffith 

Wasatch Camera Club members were treated 

to a presentation in January by fellow Club 

and Board Member, Dawn Griffith, as she 

shared her images and experiences from  

her trip to Greece. She covered her 

(extensive) planning techniques and shared 

her favorite photos. 

 

 

 

The Art of Seeing in Travel Photography  

with Veloy Cook 

Club members heard a presentation in February by Club member 

Veloy Cook called The Art of Seeing in Travel Photography. He 

shared his techniques for making pictures while on vacation and 

how to work photography into a busy lifestyle. He also shared 

some favorite resources with members.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Dawn and Veloy for taking the time and sharing their experiences.   

Do you have a photographic interest to share with the Club? Is there something you are passionate about or 

can teach? Our members will enjoy seeing photography techniques, portfolios and travelogues. Contact 

Lisa, Workshop Coordinator at workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com.

mailto:workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
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CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops

Presentations & Workshops – Recaps (cont.)

February & March – Lightroom Classes 

March – Member Image Presentations from Caddo Lake & Bosque 

del Apache Field Trips (Zoom)

Wasatch Camera Club sponsored 2 

additional Lightroom classes – one in 

February and one in March. Both 

classes were led by Randy Collier. 

 

Unmask and Master Lightroom’s 

Powerful, Precise Masking Tools 

Everything Lightroom. One Day. 

Zero Confusion. 

 

In recent months, the club organized two highly 

successful overnight field trips – to Caddo Lake in 

November and Bosque del Apache in January. Each 

excursion offered exceptional opportunities for 

photography, from abundant waterfowl and breathtaking 

landscapes to vivid sunrises and sunsets. Along the way, 

participants captured a wide range of memorable 

moments and shared many of their favorite images from 

these experiences during this Zoom meeting. 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE to view member images from the Caddo Lake overnight field trip. 

 

CLICK HERE to view member images from the Bosque del Apache overnight field trip.

Photo Credit: Jerry Holman

https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Field-Trips/2025-Field-Trips/Gallery-112125-100-PM
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Field-Trips/2026-Field-Trips/Bosque-Wildlife-Refuge-Overnight-Trip
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations


https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-importance-of-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations


mailto:workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-art-of-aviation-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations


https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=a-very-short-course-in-still-life-photography
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
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Questions: fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.comCLICK HERE to view all upcoming and past Field Trips 

Field Trips – Recaps

January – Birds In-Flight at Bear River Refuge

– Dawn Griffith, Board Director & Field Trips Chair

Our camera club’s Birds-in-Flight 

workshop at Bear River Migratory Bird 

Refuge turned out to be a memorable 

winter adventure. Twenty photographers 

bundled up against the brisk 23-degree 

morning, but the cold didn’t dampen 

anyone’s enthusiasm. In fact, the golden 

light that settled over the wetlands made 

the chill feel like a small price to pay. 

We kicked things off by walking through 

recommended settings for the various camera models in the group – everything from autofocus modes to 

shutter speeds to tracking sensitivity. Once everyone dialed in their setups, the refuge delivered exactly 

what we came for. Flocks of waterfowl, raptors riding thermals, and the occasional surprise fly-by gave 

participants plenty of opportunities to practice panning, tracking, and timing their shots. 

Despite the frozen fingers, spirits stayed high. 

There was a lot of laughter, shared tips, and that 

collective excitement that only happens when a 

group of photographers all nail a shot at the 

same time. The combination of crisp air, warm 

light, and abundant bird activity made the 

morning feel almost cinematic. 

It was one of those outings that reminds you why 

we get up early, why we brave the cold, and why 

photographing wildlife – especially birds in flight 

– is such a rewarding challenge. A huge thank 

you to everyone who came out and made the 

workshop such a success.

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/day-trips/
mailto:fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=Field%20Trip%20Question


mailto:fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=Field%20Trip%20Question
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/day-trips/
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=the-color-capture-challenge
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 A Classic Comes Back: 10 x 10

Once upon a time we used to have meetings where members would have 10 minutes to share up to 

10 images. They could “share-and-tell,” could ask for technical advice and artistic critiquing; they 

could either have ten random images or ten images with a common theme, even a narrative tying 

them together. Really, it was up to the image sharing member as to what and how they wanted to 

present those images. The only “rules” were one had no more than 10 minutes to share no more 

than 10 images…simple! Not surprisingly we called it 10 x 10. And, it’s back! 

– Jeff Clay, Board Chair

May 7 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm  

(Millcreek Community Library, 2266 E Evergreen Ave, Salt Lake City) 

 

Our first 10 x 10 in ages will be on May 7th at the Millcreek Library. Sharing is first come, first 

served and please bring images on a thumb drive (preferred) or bring images on your own laptop. 

Don’t want to share? That’s fine. You can participate by commenting and joining the discussions. 

As always, please register so we can have an approximate count as to attendees. See you there! 

 

CLICK HERE to register for the comeback of 10x10. 

Photo Credit: Jeff Clay

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=a-classic-comes-back-10-x-10
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Shutter Up Socials – Upcoming
Shutter Up Socials are held as Zoom meetings and have provided an opportunity for Wasatch 

Camera Club members to share up to 6 photos with other members without leaving their homes. 

Each Social has an assigned theme and each participant shares how and why they took the photo. 

CLICK HERE for more information on upcoming Socials.  

 

– Mary Whitesides, Board Director & Social Events Chair

CLICK HERE for tips on using Zoom to share your images during Shutter Up Socials.

April 16 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm – Architecture 

The theme of the next Shutter Up is architecture! 

Architecture is a favorite subject for photographers.  

It holds many possibilities – history, artistry, 

engineering, practicality, detail. Throughout centuries 

architecture has served the needs of the times and the 

creative expression of a talented designer.  This will be 

an exercise in comparison of those times and creative 

talents. How did the times change? What details depict 

an era? What are the colorations? The shapes? The 

artistry? How does it all fit together? Send us your 

architecture and spend the Zoom meeting sharing your 

thoughts and photos. 

 

This image is of the New York City skyline, a 

compendium of buildings showcasing a number of 

styles, shapes, and artistic expression.   

 

CLICK HERE to register for this event. 

Photo Credit: Mary Whitesides

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/shutter-up-socials
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/resources/item/223-zoom-tips-handout
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/?event=shutter-up-architecture
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News You Can Use

Megan Tucker, a student and photographer at Bentley 

University built a new suite of web-based tools for 

photographers. Called LightCast Suite it is a free, browser-

based site that scores conditions for sunset photography, 

astrophotography, and drone flying. It pulls real weather data 

and gives the photographer a plain-English verdict: is it 

worth going out tonight? Where nearby might have better 

skies? What time is the golden hour window? Can my drone 

handle the weather? What will the Milky Way be doing? You 

can also sign up for email alerts to be notified when the light 

is worth chasing. No account is required and (yay!) no ads. In 

the past month since its launch, it’s reached 575 users across 

55 countries and 6 continents, mostly through word of mouth in photography communities online…

pretty impressive! Looking at it, the Board thought that the web interface is simple, elegant, accurate, 

and useful. It may not replace the numerous detailed apps many of us have but it is simplified and cuts 

to the chase. Check it out here: https://lightcastsuite.com/

Free Weather Tool for Photographers

National Geographic Biologist – Photographer Comes to NHMU 

April 21 / 7:00pm - Kingsbury Hall on the University of Utah Campus

The Natural History Museum of Utah announces that the keynote 

speaker of NHMU’s 2026 Lecture Series is Anand Varma, the 

acclaimed biologist-turned-photographer, National Geographic 

Explorer, and the genius behind the storytelling studio 

WonderLab. His name might ring a bell as one of his images was 

recently the cover of Nat Geo’s 2025 Pictures of the Year. 

 

Anand’s keynote presentation will take place on April 21 at 

7:00pm at Kingsbury Hall on the campus of the University of 

Utah. It’ll be an inspiring evening blending videography, 

photography, and science and should be of interest to armchair 

biologists and photographers alike. For more details and ticket 

info see https://nhmu.utah.edu/keynote. 

https://www.varmaphoto.com/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/our-programs/wonderlab/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/graphics/pictures-of-the-year-2025
https://nhmu.utah.edu/keynote
https://lightcastsuite.com/


https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/photo-news
mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=Photo%20News%20Suggestion%20for%20Website
https://wildlife.utah.gov/eccles.html
https://wildlife.utah.gov/eec-special-events.html


                                                                                       

43

Resources

Board Blogs

Under Director John Ballard, the Mentoring Program continues to offer aid and 

instruction for new and intermediate photographers, provided by club 

member volunteers. If you are interested in finding a mentor, or want to 

volunteer your time helping someone improve their image-making and photo-

editing skills, send your name and questions to John.

Mentoring

There are numerous archived resources and presentations available to view on 

the WCC website.  CLICK HERE for resources, HERE for presentations and 

HERE for workshops.

Education

Thoughts on Travel Photography Images by Jeff Clay

As the club prepares for its fifth Utah 

Travels exhibit at the West Valley 

Arts Utah Cultural Celebration 

Center, Jeff Clay has created a 

helpful blog to guide members in 

selecting their submissions. Moving 

beyond technical considerations, he 

outlines six key questions to help 

photographers choose images that 

are not only strong, but meaningful 

and engaging. 

CLICK HERE to read the blog—and don’t forget to start preparing your images 

for submission into the exhibit! 

Photo Credit: Jeff Clay

https://wasatchcameraclub.com/thoughts-on-travel-photography-images/
mailto:mentoring@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=Mentoring
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/resources
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/presentations
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/activities/workshops-and-education
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Wasatch Camera Club is a proud member of the Photographic Society of America. For more information on individual 

memberships to PSA, visit their website at https://psaphotoworldwide.org/. 

Club Information 

The Wasatch Camera Club is an all-volunteer organization, governed and run by a Board of Directors. 

Founded in 1994, the Club operates today as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Club provides a rich 

and enjoyable environment in which to improve your photography skills with activities that support our 

educational goal. These include workshops, field trips, lectures, exhibits, competitions and one-on-one 

mentoring. Annual membership fee is $50. For additional information, go to the Wasatch Camera Club 

website or email info@wasatchcameraclub.com. 

Executive Committee

Jeff Clay Board Chair boardchair@wasatchcameraclub.com

John Nellist Treasurer treasurer@wasatchcameraclub.com

Claudia O’Grady Secretary & Exhibits Chair exhibits@wasatchcameraclub.com

Directors & Committee Members

Jason Cameron
Board Director, Competitions Chair & Galleries 

Manager

competitions@wasatchcameraclub.com

Dawn Griffith Board Director & Field Trips Chair fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com

Lisa Thompson
Board Director & Workshops/ 

Presentation Chair

workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com

Mary Whitesides Board Director & Social Events Chair socialevents@wasatchcameraclub.com

John Ballard
Board Director & Membership/ 

Mentoring Chair

mentoring@wasatchcameraclub.com

Greg Smith Board Director & PSA Chair psa@wasatchcameraclub.com

Cindy Costa Board Director & Newsletter Editor newsletters@wasatchcameraclub.com
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