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Current/Upcoming Events

January 29 / 6:30pm (SLC Library)

Greece Travel Night — Created with
Photographers in Mind

February 7 / 1:00pm - 4:00pm

(Ruth Vine Tyler Library, Midvale)

Unmask and Master Lightroom'’s Powerful, Precise
Masking Tools

February 19 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm (Zoom)

Shutter Up: Painterly Photographs

March 1 - 8 - Competition Submission OPEN
Intentional Camera Movement (ICM)

March 10 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Zoom)

Image Presentation from Caddo Lake & Bosque
del Apache Field Trips

March 14 / 10:00am - 5:00pm

Everything Lightroom - Full Day Workshop
(Ruth Vine Tyler Library, Midvale)

March 26 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm

ICM Competition Meeting (Draper Library)
April 26 - May 3 - Competition Submission OPEN
Multiple Exposure

Volunteers Needed

Our camera club has always been powered by its
members, and that spirit of volunteering is what keeps
our community active, creative, and fun. As a
volunteer-run organization, we rely on members
stepping up to help make things happen - and right
now, we could really use your help.

Randy Gerdes was our first Social Media Coordinator,
followed by Linda Dalton Walker. Both did an amazing
job sharing member events and club news through
Instagram and Facebook. With their departure from
this role, we are now looking for members willing to
continue and grow our online presence.

In addition, we are seeking volunteers to assist with:

Workshops and presentations (planning,
coordination, or day-of help)

Field trips (organizing locations, logistics, or serving as
a point person)

Exhibits (suggesting locations and helping with setup)

You don't need to be an expert — just willing to
contribute some time and enthusiasm. Many roles can
be shared or adjusted to fit your availability, and
volunteering is a great way to connect with fellow
members and help shape the future of our club.

If you're interested or would like more information
about any of these opportunities, please email us

at info@wasatchcameraclub.com or speak with a
board member. Even a small contribution can make a
big difference.

2025/2026
Competition Themes

September - Environmental Portrait (COMPLETE)
November — Color Isolation (COMPLETE)
January — Low Key/High Key Lighting

March - Intentional Camera Movement

May - Multiple Exposure
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"@ About the Cover Image

Ascension by Greg Smith

In photography, it's often said that the best camera is the one you have with
you. That proved true during a 2024 trip that ended in Florence, Italy. After
days of navigating crowds at the major sites, my wife Mo and | decided to slow
down on our final morning. We enjoyed the rare quiet of the city center during
the predawn blue hour, despite a light rain. As the sky brightened, we walked
east toward the smaller but equally impressive Basilica of Santa Croce, the
resting place of Michelangelo and Galileo.

The line to enter was already long, so we lingered in the nearby plaza,
admiring the ornate facade. “Take a picture of me with my red hat in front of
the door,” Mo said, handing me her iPhone 12 Mini. After a couple of
straightforward shots, | looked up and became intrigued by the dramatic
foreshortening of the church from our angle. “Hang on,” | said. "l want to try

something different.” | moved closer and crouched for a low-angle perspective. My Nikon'’s lens wasn’t
wide enough to capture the full height, so | returned to the iPhone. | asked Mo to tilt her head down to
emphasize the red hat against the dark wooden doors.

| often make “red hat” images during our travels, sharing them with friends as the semi-anonymous
Adventures of the Red Hat Lady. A British woman noticed what we were doing and asked if | would
photograph her in the same spot. | happily obliged, and Mo even offered the use of the red hat, which
she accepted with delight. That hat has become quite the camera magnet. On a later trip to Greece, two
National Geographic photographers asked to photograph Mo walking between the marble columns of
the Temple of Apollo.

When our club announced the competition theme “Isolated Color,” | immediately thought of this Florence
image. Even though it was just an iPhone JPEG, both Mo and | felt this one had the strongest content.

In Lightroom Classic, | began by cropping and adjusting perspective to create as much symmetry as
possible. | converted the image to black and white using a linear gradient mask over the entire frame,
then restored the hat's color by subtracting it from the mask with the object-select tool. After some global
adjustments, | darkened the lower quarter of the image with another gradient to create a transition from a
shadowed “underworld” to the bright architectural heights above — my nod to the idea of ascension.

The sky had been washed out by the morning backlight, but | was pleasantly surprised to recover
flame-like clouds in this jpg image using a sky mask. A subtle radial mask added haze to soften blown
cloud highlights and create a sense of distance to the top of the basilica.

How do you interpret those fiery clouds? Is the figure penitent, or preparing to dive into the preferred
underworld? None of these ideas occurred to me while taking the photo — only later, after spending a
long time studying it during processing. Perhaps too long.



i Member Profile — Carolyn Dvorak

A big, curly black dog named Buster was one of my first photo
subjects. He was our farm dog when | was growing up in lowa. Back
then, | was shooting with a 110 Instamatic and entering pictures in the
county fair as part of my projects with the youth organization, 4-H.

In college | majored in Agricultural Journalism and took courses in
black and white photography, developing pictures taken with a box
camera. All of that was put to use in the job world writing and taking
pictures for a school district and different newspapers. By then | was
using my husband'’s Canon 35mm film camera.

Although | enjoyed my work, photographing nature was always a draw,
and when a back problem slowed me down, | decided to sort through
all my nature pictures (no digital images at that time) and commit to a
move from journalist to artistic ventures. With the support of my
husband Kent and his gift of a Canon EOS Digital Rebel, the world was
an 8GB memory card waiting to be filled.

And it didn't take long. Three sons growing up in De Soto, Kansas;
traveling the Midwest and having my artwork in shows and exhibits in
the Kansas City area all contributed to filling that memory card many times.

| began developing my line of prints, cards and the gifts, The Nature of God. The name has a dual
meaning as not only do my images encompass all of nature, but when combined with scripture highlight
the nature (attributes) of God.

In 2012, | could quote Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz in saying, “Toto, | don't think we're in Kansas
anymore,” when Kent had the opportunity to lead construction of a major resort in Nassau, Bahamas.
Over the next few years, | began using a Canon 7D and was immersed in photographing the culture and
the environment of an ever-changing ocean, its shorelines and all the life around and in it. | had my
greeting cards in a gift shop in Nassau and began the Scenes from the Bahamas desk calendar.

We traded the beach and salty ocean for mountains and a salty lake with a move to Utah in 2017. Since
then, I've been immersed in photographing the ever-changing scenery here, using a Canon R5. My web
site www.NatureofGodPhotos.com is now live and my Scenes from Utah desk calendars are available in
the Natural History Museum of Utah museum shop. | continue to have my work in various exhibits,
several through membership in the Wasatch Camera Club.

With the help and talent of those in the club, my knowledge of the technical and creative sides of this
craft we call photography has greatly improved.


http://www.natureofgodphotos.com/

i Competition Recap i

November Results — Color Isolation

Intermediate - First Place

Red Belts by Chad Parry

Award Title
1 Red Belts
2 Ruby Red
3 Redwall
HM I'm the Lucky One

Member
Chad Parry
Tammy Stoner
Anthea Lets

Chad Parry

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-znBrFLL/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-g5m5fmX/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-kJ8qRb4/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-Z87nPkG/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition

November Results — Color Isolation (cont.)

Advanced - First Place

Living Color by Randy Gerdes

Award Title
1 Living Color

Sally Lightfoot Crab

2*
Electric Blue

Caddo Gecko

HM** The Colors of Vietham

Night Time

* Two-way tie
** Three-way tie

Member
Randy Gerdes
Paul Bradley
Jim Thompson
Elizabeth Roach
Paul Bradley

Viktor Gruber

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-Z45xJdN/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-VsHKMWD/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-3B9pd9n/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-CzbkmZ7/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-KkKkt4D/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-PfDbmcS/A

November Results — Color Isolation (cont.)

Masters — First Place

Peek a Boo
by Linda Dalton Walker
People’s Choice

Award Title
1 Peek A Boo (People’s Choice)
2 Ascension
3 Complimentary
HM Lilly Curves and Swirls

Member
Linda Dalton Walker
Greg Smith
Veloy Cook

Anna Day

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-tmQGbqH/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-8Zn6mBV/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-W3mFj6k/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-kVz7CXc/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition

November Results — Open

Intermediate - First Place

Chinese Evergreen by
Tammy Stoner

HM

Title

Chinese Evergreen

Trail in the Snow

Game of Marbles Anyone

Abandoned Jungle Gym

Member
Tammy Stoner
Janine Hutchinson
Chad Parry

Hiroshi Kamaya

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-fhtgPZP/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-Z7ZRtVv/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-3XdZ2kr/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-XsgsFmh/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition

November Results — Open (cont.)

Advanced - First Place

Spiral to Internment by Tom Moehn

Award Title
1 Spiral to Internment
2 Serengeti Sunset
3 Spring in the Dolomites
HM The Flys and the Leopard

Member

Tom Moehn
Paul Bradley
Paul Bradley

Paul Bradley

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions

9


https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-hjSvcSQ/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-QH8FN9r/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-sMSVSHb/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-MLprzKq/A

November Results — Open (cont.)

Masters - First Place

Angels Flight by Veloy Cook*

Yellow Eyes
by Linda Dalton Walker*

Award

’I*

HM

* Two-way tie

Title

Angels Flight
Yellow Eyes

Capped Heron
This Seat’s Taken

Member
Veloy Cook
Linda Dalton Walker
Greg Smith

Anna Day

CLICK HERE to view all Competition Submissions
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-Vwr8QCn/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-FWgVhHK/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-B9QGS92/A
https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Competitions/2025-2026-Competitions/November-2025-Competition/i-WPCkRCw/A

Member in the News

View On Magazine Features Dawn Griffith’s Night Sky Image

The editors of View On Magazine selected one of Dawn Griffith’s night sky photographs for
inclusion in their November/December issue. The image appears in an article titled “Winter Night
Sky” on page 86, which highlights compelling astrophotography and seasonal celestial features.

Dawn'’s photograph, Temple of the Sun with Milky Way Magic, is showcased on page 92. The
image captures the dramatic alignment of the Milky Way above the iconic Temple of the Sun
formation, blending the natural grandeur of the desert landscape with the brilliance of the night sky.

Congratulations Dawn!

CLICK HERE to view the article — starts on page 86 (image is on page 92.)
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https://issuu.com/viewonmagazine/docs/viewon_magazine_holiday_issue_november-december_20?fr=sM2I1MDg4OTI2Mjk&fbclid=IwY2xjawPdBkFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe3RrkK7umjUiZ9LoGj5a7NAt_sWPI74Q0XeUKMZ-JuP-93rTCXRkRt_8-fcg_aem_JzUexZShZieIsfCwU8YCpQ

Photographic
Society of
America

N, WORLDWIDE

PSA News

By Greg Smith, Board Director & PSA Chair

Interclub Competition

The Interclub Competition season is well underway, with results from the first round now posted on the PSA

Interclub page of the WCC website. You may notice that scores are generally higher than in previous seasons.

This is due to a new scoring system, in which images are now judged on an expanded 1-9 scale, similar to
our club competitions. Your posted score is the sum of the 3 judges scores. So, divide that number by 3 to
obtain your average score and check out how you fared by looking at the PSA SCORING GUIDE.

When reviewing points and awards, please note that there are two distinct forms of Interclub recognition:

Standings, which reflect total points accumulated by clubs, and Awards, which recognize individual round

results for makers. Merit and Honorable Mention awards are based not only on point totals but also on

extensive discussion among the judges. Through a collaborative, give-and-take process, judges work

together to select the strongest images. As a result, an award-winning image may occasionally score one or

two points lower than a non-award-winning image.

Image selection was based on an initial voting round by 8 board members, who could select up to 8 images
per division (up to 6 can be submitted to PSA). No image received a unanimous vote, but 4 got 7 votes.
Images with 5, 6, or 7 votes made the cut, leaving 1-3 slots open in a division. These were filled through a

vote by a different set of 3 judges, 2 of whom have judged club competitions, selecting among images with

first round scores of 3 or 4. Now for our results.

=

Reflections on Kafka by Greg Smith

NATURE (GROUP C)

A total of 21 images were submitted from 14 makers. Two were
rejected because they exceeded size limits and/or had no name.
The six selected images were judged by the Youth Photographic
Society, Bengaluru, India. Our scores varied from 10-16, resulting
in a 12th Place Standing out of 17 clubs. No awards were received.

PID-COLOR (GROUP E)

Twenty-four photographs were submitted from 14 members. Three
were rejected due to size or file name issues. The chosen images
were judged by Greater New Braunfels Photography Club from
Schertz, Texas. Scores ranged from 19-23. The high score was
awarded to Greg Smith, who received an Honorable Mention
for Reflections on Kafka. We are currently tied for 7th place out
of 20 clubs, representing a stronger start than in past seasons for
this division.

Continued on next page...
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https://wasatchcameraclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-26-PSA-Interclub-SCORING-GUIDE.pdf

PSA News (cont.)

Interclub Competition (cont.)

PID-MONOCHROME (GROUP D)

Nineteen images from 13 makers were received. The six selected images were judged by Shutterbugs
Creative Forum, from the United Arab Emirates. WCC scores varied from 12 to 18. No awards were won. Our
cumulative score places us in 12t position, out of 15 total clubs in our group.

Brent Ovard currently tops the member leaderboard,with a strong image selected in all three divisions.
Members are encouraged to review the winning image slideshows on the PSA website, as the Interclub
Competition is intended to be an educational experience.

NEXT COMPETITION ROUND & IMAGE SIZING REQUIREMENTS
The next competition round begins in January. Because | will be away during the regular deadline, so the
entry period is being moved up to January 1-25, 2026. Please remember to double check your image

dimensions and file names before uploading. If you need guidance on resizing images, Greg Smith’s article

on resizing has been carved out of the December 2023 club newsletter has been reposted under Resources
on the website.

OTHER NEWS
With the revamping of the PSA website under the new URL psaphotoworldwide.org, PSA has joined the
multiverse of social media platforms. To connect, click on the links below:

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM YOUTUBE X TIKTOK

PSA INTERNATIONAL PHOTO GATHERING
The fourth PSA International Photo Gathering will be in Vietnam in April, 2026. Information for PSA

members is available through the PSA website.

VIETNAM

A land where light weaves heritage
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https://www.psa-programs.org/competitions/resultshome.php?cr
http://psaphotoworldwide.org
https://www.facebook.com/people/Photographic-Society-of-America-Worldwide/61573446719409/
https://www.instagram.com/psaphotoworldwide/
https://xdez76mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hsVbWj2weVNorsYBs2rqH2YWDQsBZd86oH45AF6udyMEbdMpV9VaviHRBcju1od_BmGJdt5AA9AlHC_wdns0GOTG_Tum9CPNChdxeATTZouWJu9-fUGXQoi2pfQ2znoBg_RtepLkHTVqJsHqN5lZv-GRbUzr-6Rl5YXhjgckypDzq-FWf1aF9w==&c=5mIrRjF4CHk6xcNtN5ZkEzJqhLB4
https://x.com/worldwidepsa
https://www.tiktok.com/@psaphotoworldwide
https://vietnam.psa-photogathering.com/

, Exhibits — Gallery 24 Recap

October 18 - November 29 - Gallery 24, Torrey, UT
Still Wild: Framing the Future of Public Lands

Photo Credit: Claudia O'Grady

The club’s latest exhibit concluded at the end of December, marking a highly successful run in an
unforgettable setting. Hosted at Gallery 24 in Torrey, Utah, the show unfolded against the
breathtaking red rock landscape near Capitol Reef National Park, creating a powerful connection
between art and place.

Fourteen club artists were featured, each contributing some of their strongest images celebrating
America’s public lands. At a time when these lands face increasing pressure — from mining interests
and oil and gas leasing to privatization — the exhibit carried a deeper purpose. Ongoing threats such
as reduced protections for national monuments, budget cuts to the National Park Service, and the
opening of sensitive habitats to development make it more important than ever to recognize what is
at stake. This exhibition aimed to showcase the extraordinary beauty of public lands while reminding
viewers of our shared responsibility to protect them.

Gallery owner Diane Barrett was thrilled with the enthusiastic turnout at the opening reception on
October 18. The gallery buzzed with energy as friends and family of the artists mingled with Torrey’s
vibrant arts community and supporters of the local arts scene. Encouraged by the success of the
show, Diane has expressed interest in partnering with the club on future exhibitions.

If you are interested in becoming an exhibitor in a club show, make sure to follow the club’s website
for upcoming announcements of future dates.

CLICK HERE to view images.
— Claudia O'Grady, Secretary & Exhibits Chair
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https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Exhibits/Current-Exhibits/Still-Wild-exhibit-entries
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/

l_i) Creative Corner

One Picture Story CLICK HERE for more One Picture Story submissions.

Saharan Sleep

A timeless song drifting on warm airs.
Motes dancing in twilight's fading beams.
Clear night settling, ancient suns dancing.
The Dark ... calming, cooling, caressing.

Embraced we are, Saharan sleep.

Words and image by Jeff Clay

About One Picture Story
Combine short text with a single image that, together, convey a story greater than the sum of its parts. The text
should not be about the image (as it is for In Focus articles), nor should the image directly illustrate the text.

Instead, the image should amplify the thought or feeling the text describes. CLICK HERE to submit a JPEG
image and text. Please use our standard image file naming format (lastname_firstname_image-title.jpg.)
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https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/one-picture-stories/
mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=One%20Picture%20Story%20Submission

Creative Corner (cont.)

In Focus CLICK HERE for more In Focus submissions.

A Brisk Walk in the Sahara
Words and Image by Jeff Clay

| returned at the beginning
of October from a two-
week trip to Algeria that
included nine days
camping deep in the
southern Sahara. This
image out of the thousands
| took is certainly not my
“best” image from that trip,
but it is very representative,
in many ways, of our time in
the Sahara.

Plain fact: Algeria would
not be a travel destination

that many would ever
consider. If one wanted to
experience North Africa, Morocco is by far the numero uno tourist destination. Egypt also — though it
has been up-and-down politically over the last 30+ years - is still the largest North African destination
for many tourists (though certainly far less for the desert experience than for its pyramids). Tunisia is well-
developed and oft visited by Europeans, though by an order of magnitude fewer Americans than
Morocco (~40,000 to ~400,000). That leaves two other north African countries that feature vast swarths
of the Sahara, brilliant blue Mediterranean coasts, and numerous Roman and other ruins from Classical
Antiquity: Libya and Algeria. Libya has been on the State Department’s no-go list for at least 50 years
and remains so despite a few tour agencies offering advice and services. Algeria has had its share

of political turmoil including a nasty civil war that consumed a better part of the ‘90’s and tens of
thousands of lives but has fitfully been trying to emerge from its isolation. | had traveled to Morocco

and Western Sahara as part of a private two person tour a couple of years ago and it had whetted my
appetite for seeing and photographing more of the north African deserts. | used UK-based travel
agency Native Eye to organize our Moroccan tour, and they did a very good job for us. So, when |
floated the idea of going to Algeria to three good friends, everybody gave a big thumbs up. | looked at
what Native Eye had to offer as far as their regular group tours and selected one called Jewel of the
Sahara, which spends most of the tour time in the deep southeast of the Algerian Sahara. We then
modified it to fit our own interests by adding a couple days in the capital, Algiers, as well as touring
Roman ruins along the Mediterranean coast.

Continued on next page...
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https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/in-focus/
https://againstthecompass.com/en/travel-libya/
https://nativeeyetravel.com/

In Focus (cont.)

Back to the image: it is highly representative of one of our daily activities in the Sahara. After a light
breakfast we would break camp and with a camera (or two) and a water bottle (or two) we would begin
hiking. A couple of the hikes were relatively short as we were picked up an hour or so later by our vehicles.
But often the hikes were 3-5 hours long (the longest was 9 hours!) and typically we would end up finally
meeting the vehicles in the shade of some rocks as they prepared our mid-afternoon lunch. The four of us
were led by our tour guide, Lamine, up and down sand mountains, across gravel plains, through dry
wadis, over occasional limestone and dolomite outcroppings and all the time | never quite knew exactly
where we were going, but he always got us there. (I also never saw him take a sip of water!) These hikes
usually started around 10 in the morning and found us midday in 95°F temperatures with nary a cloud to
be seen. Suffice it to say that with swelling sand dunes as far as one can see and rocky escarpments
ringing valleys strewn with Neolithic rock carvings and medieval pottery shards with a few scraggly acacia
trees to add a touch of desiccated green, it felt like a true Saharan experience.

This shot of our guide and my three companions is the last image | took before putting my camera in my
bag for an hour or so as when we reached the crest of the dunes, the wind was whipping sand all about us
threatening to get into every noon and cranny of clothing and camera. | understood then especially why
the locals wear the turban: plenty of cloth to wrap around one’s mouth and nose leaving just a thin eye
slit. When | took the image, | was thinking that it was purely a “documentation shot” as the sun was
inconveniently placed just above the subjects. But, in retrospect, that gives their shadows quite a dramatic
look, arguably making the shot work at a higher level. | didn’t need to do a lot in post-processing with it.

| opened the shadows up just a bit and increased both the saturation and the exposure without blowing
out the highlights. There was a bit of lens flare, which | took out and there were over 50 dust motes that
needed to be removed but fortunately Lightroom'’s new Dust Distraction Removal tool works like a charm.
In the end, | quite like the image; amidst all the dunes and mountains, sandstone layering and lone acacia
tree photographs | took, this image offers a refreshing difference.

If you are interested in more images of Algeria, including many Milky Way photography images, check out
my related galleries.

About In Focus

Members can share one image and tell a bit about it. Perhaps you want to share technical details or perhaps
you want to share why you took the image? Maybe you want to express what the photograph means to you.
Maybe you want to write about the location or perhaps the people in the image. It is up to you! To submit an
image send it to info@wasatchcameraclub.com and don't forget to also include your text bit about it.
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Creative Corner (cont.)

Project Slideshows CLICK HERE for more Project Slideshow submissions.

Winter in Iceland

Vetur & islandi

Three Camera Club Members Take a
Photographic Tour to Iceland in January,
Survive Snow Squalls, Sub-zero Nighttime
Temperatures and Rancid Shark Meat to Bring
Back 75 Stunning Images for Your Pleasure!

A Prasentation by Jeff Clay, John Bernaike & Greg Smith

In January of 2025 three camera club
members — Greg Smith, John Berneike and
Jeff Clay - joined a Winter in Iceland tour led
by Jeff Swinger of Swingman Photo. In
November of that same year, the three
members gave a presentation to the club
selecting 25 images each from their
thousands of captures.

CLICK HERE to view the 75 images in movie
format accompanied by Jean Sibelius’ winter
tone poem, Finlandia.

A Short Adventure to the Peruvian Amazon

by Greg Smith, Board Director & PSA Chair

In May of 2025 Board Director, Greg
Smith, spent 2 weeks on the
Marafnoén and Ucayali Rivers,
headwater tributaries of the
Amazon, in the Pacaya-Samiria
National Reserve in Peru.

CLICK HERE to view this short
segment of a video slide show he
assembled from the images.

About Project Slideshow

Slideshows are a way to share a special project that you have worked on. Think of it as creating a mini-
documentary. Make a body of work comprised of a number of related images and create an MP4 slideshow —
with or without music or narration. It is up to you. You will need to submit your slideshow to us
(info@wasatchcameraclub.com) via the numerous cloud (Dropbox, Box.com, Google Drive, etc.) or large file
transfer services (such as Filemail.com). We will then upload it to our Vimeo site for viewing. Get creative and

tell a story with your images!
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Presentations & Workshops — Recaps

Y
15
November 13 - Winter in Iceland

A Presentation by Three Camera Club Members

In January of 2025 club
members John Berneike,
Greg Smith, and Jeff “burst-
mode"” Clay, with seven
other photographers,
braved the elements of an
Icelandic winter on a photo
tour with Jeff Swinger of
Swingman Photography and - =)
his photographer guide e el B
Siggi. Over the course of 12 &

days circling the island, they

experienced magnificent waterfalls, auroras, black sand beaches, bergy bits,

rain, snow, wind, lone churches seemingly in the middle of nowhere, lava

cliffs, blowholes, and some beautiful and intelligent Icelandic horses in their

winter coats (they are quite petite, but are greatly offended if you call them 4

ponies). This occurred during four hours of daylight in perpetual golden-hour

conditions, at least when the sun peeked through the cloud cover. With the

notable exception of Hékarl, the traditional fermented shark meat now mostly

consumed (once) by tourists, the food was excellent and sometimes exotic

(baked Wolf Eel, anyone?).

Photo Credit: Greg Smith

Photo Credit: Greg Smith

On November 13th Jeff, John, and Greg each shared 25 of their favorite images
with about 30 club members at the Millcreek library meeting room. Despite
some wonky colors from the
library’s mounted projector, the
imagery and their associated
anecdotes were well-received. If
you missed it, Jeff Clay has
consolidated the 75 photographs
into a video slideshow set to
music, which you can access
HERE, or via the club website
menu under News and Events.

Photo Credit: Jeff Swinger,
Swingman Photography

— Greg Smith, Board Director & PSA Chair

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops
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Presentations & Workshops — Recaps (cont.)

January 15 - What's New in Lightroom

Photo Credit: John Ballard

We had a good turn out for the What's New in Lightroom January workshop. Randy Collier covered the
newest features in Lightroom Classic and demonstrated when and how to use them. Some of the newest
features are astonishing in their capabilities; others, like Assisted Culling, are a great idea, but have
mixed reviews on how well they work. Everyone had a chance to learn something new.

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops
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Presentations & Workshops — Upcoming

Y
15
January 29 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm - Greece Travel Night
Created with Photographers in Mind (SLC Library Main Branch)

Join Dawn Giriffith for a special
presentation of a recent trip through
Greece; a journey filled with color, history,
and landscapes that feels almost unreal.
She will explore each stop on the route,
from ancient cities to island cliffs, with
imagery that captures the mood, light,
and character of each place, including:

Photo Credit: Dawn Griffith

Athens — Iconic landmarks and vibrant street scenes

Crete — Mythology, ruins, and earthy island charm
Mykonos — Bright whites, bold blues, and coastal energy
Santorini — Dramatic cliffs and unforgettable sunsets
Ephesus — Ancient pathways and incredible architecture
Thessaloniki — A blend of old-world detail and modern life
Kavala — A picturesque harbor and hillside views

This presentation is shaped for photographers who appreciate a good visual story and enjoy seeing
the world through images.

CLICK HERE to register for this presentation.

The opportunity to show a photo project, travelogue or curated body of work is open to all members. Please
consider sharing with the members of the Club. If you are interested or would like more information, contact
Lisa at workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com.

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops
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Presentations & Workshops — Upcoming (cont.)

February 7 / 1:00pm - 4:00pm - Unmask and Master Lightroom'’s
Powerful, Precise Masking Tools (Ruth Vine Tyler Library, Midvale)

When Adobe unveiled the new masking tools in Lightroom and Camera
Raw, it felt like a standing ovation moment. With the latest updates, those
tools have grown even smarter, faster, and more capable, transforming
how we make local adjustments. Powerful? YES! — Intuitive? Not always.
That's where this workshop comes in.

While together, we will break down Lightroom’s masking tools and turn

them into a clear, repeatable workflow. We'll start with the essentials:
brushes, linear and radial gradients, luminance and color range masks, plus the Al-powered Subject, Sky,
and Background selections. From there, we’ll explore how to combine and intersect masks for precise,
creative control. We'll wrap up with the newest People Masking tools, unlocking a whole new level of
portrait refinement.

Instructor: Randy Collier

Location: Ruth Vine Tyler Library at 8041S Wood Street in Midvale.
Cost: $49

Questions: Contact Lisa at workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com

Class size is limited; there will be a waitlist option.

CLICK HERE to register for this workshop. We are also offering a beginning Lightroom workshop on March
14th. More information can be found HERE.

March 10 / 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Zoom Meeting)
Image Presentations — Caddo Lake & Bosque del Apache Field Trips

In recent months, the Club has hosted two wonderfully
successful overnight field trips — a trip to Caddo Lake in
November and a trip to Bosque del Apache in January.
Participants were treated to incredible photo opportunities
for water fowl, beautiful scenery, stunning sunsets and
sunrises. And a great deal in between! This presentation of
images from attendees will feature all of what was
discovered and photographed. Please pull up a chair and a
snack, and join us for this online only event!

CLICK HERE to register for this Zoom meeting. The Zoom
link will be sent in the registration email confirmation.

Photo Credit: Claudia O'Grady

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops
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Presentations & Workshops — Upcoming (cont.)

March 14 / 10:00am - 5:00pm - Everything Lightroom
Everything Lightroom. One Day. Zero Confusion.
(Ruth Vine Tyler Library, Midvale)

If Lightroom feels overwhelming, this hands-
on workshop turns it into a clear, powerful,
and creative tool you'll actually enjoy using.
Learn how to import, organize, edit, and
export your photos with confidence using a
real-world workflow that finally makes sense.

Lightroom is the engine room of modern
photography, but for many photographers it
feels more like a puzzle box than a power
tool. In this full-day, hands-on workshop, we’'ll
turn Lightroom into something approachable,
logical, and genuinely fun to use.

Designed for beginners and novice users, this class walks step by step through everything Lightroom —
from importing and organizing your photos to editing with confidence and exporting images you're
proud to share. No guesswork, no jargon overload, and no racing through features without context.
This workshop is taught by Randy Collier, a professional photographer and Adobe Photoshop/
Lightroom expert with over 40 years of full-time experience in the photographic industry. Randy has
worked with Adobe tools since the very beginning and is known for his clear explanations, practical
workflows, and ability to make complex tools feel simple and intuitive.

By the end of the day, Lightroom will feel less like software and more like a trusted assistant — helping
you stay organized, edit efficiently, and spend more time creating instead of clicking.

Instructor: Randy Collier

Location: Ruth Vine Tyler Library at 8041S Wood Street in Midvale.
Cost: $119 (lunch included)

Questions: Contact Lisa at workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com
Class size is limited; there will be a waitlist option.

CLICK HERE to register for this workshop.

We are also offering a class on Masking in Lightroom, which will be held on February 7th.
More information can be found HERE.

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Presentations CLICK HERE to view all upcoming Workshops
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Field Trips — Recaps

&)

October 22 - Milky Way & Meteor Shower — Photography Meetup

Despite a last-minute reschedule
due to cloud cover, our Milky
Way photography night went off
beautifully. The change didn’t
deter our dedicated group of 16
passionate photographers
showed up, ready to capture the

i P night skies.
Photo Credit: Carroll Mays

Conditions were ideal with crystal-clear skies
with zero wind, a surprisingly mild 50°F
temperature, a brief moon cameo before it
dipped below the horizon, and stunning golden
and blue hour light leading into prime Milky Way
visibility.

Photo Credit: Javed Shakoor

The atmosphere was electric with excitement, and the location
couldn’t have been more perfect for wrapping up the season.
Spirits were high, lenses were focused, and the galaxy put on a
show we won't soon forget.

Thanks to everyone who joined us — your enthusiasm made this
final shoot of the year truly special.

CLICK HERE to view more member images from this field trip.

Photo Credit: Greg Smith

— Dawn Giriffith, Board Director & Field Trips Chair

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming and past Field Trips Questions: fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com
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Field Trips — Recaps (cont.)

December 17 - Intentional Camera Movement (ICM) Walk
Downtown Salt Lake City

An unusually warm December evening set the
stage for a lively and creative camera walk
focused on intentional camera movement
(ICM). About a dozen club members gathered
at Gallivan Plaza, where twinkling holiday
lights, the ice skating rink, and the buzz of
seasonal shoppers created the perfect
playground for experimenting with this artistic
technique.

For many participants, it
was their first time trying
ICM - and the results
were as exciting as the
process. The freedom to
move the camera and let
go of “perfectly sharp”
photos sparked plenty of
creativity, laughter, and
“ahal” moments.

Members swapped

Photo Credit: Matt Walbel

ideas, shared tips, and
encouraged each other to push boundaries, turning familiar
scenes into vibrant, abstract works of art.

Photo Credit: Claudia O'Grady

The evening proved that sometimes the best photos come from shaking things up - literally — and
having a great time learning together. CLICK HERE to view more member images from this field trip.

— Claudia O'Grady, Secretary & Exhibits Chair

CLICK HERE to view all upcoming and past Field Trips Questions: fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com
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i Field Trips — Overnight — Recap

November 16 - 19 — Caddo Lake, A Perfect Fall Adventure

The camera club’s field trip to Caddo Lake, Texas was three
days of adventure, learning, and unforgettable photography.
Twelve members packed their cameras and curiosity for a
workshop led by David Downs and Barry Benton, diving
headfirst into one of Texas's most magical landscapes in
mid-November.

From gliding through winding bayous by boat to wandering
the mossy shorelines, the group soaked up endless photo
opportunities. Towering cypress trees reflected perfectly in still
water, their branches draped in lacy Spanish moss. Wildlife was

Photo Credit: Claudia O'Grady

everywhere - birds, turtles, and other swamp dwellers offered
plenty of chances to practice patience, timing, and creativity behind the lens.

When the sun climbed high, the group shifted gears and explored nearby Jefferson, Texas. This charming
pre-Civil War town delivered antique shops, stunning Victorian architecture, and more than a few ghost
stories to spark the imagination. Back at the lake, autumn colors were in full swing, adding rich reds, golds,
and browns to already dramatic scenes.

Bird lovers were especially rewarded. The waterways
were alive with herons, egrets, kingfishers, owls, eagles,
osprey, woodpeckers, and more. Even members new to
bird photography walked away with some impressive
shots and newfound confidence.

The trip wrapped up on a high note with a campfire
cookout at Caddo Lake State Park. David and Barry
fired up the grill, everyone shared stories and tips from
the trip, and the group enjoyed one last evening of

laughter and reflection under the stars. ==

With incredible scenery, hands-on learning, and great Photo Credit: Greg Smith

camaraderie, the Caddo Lake field trip was an experience no one will forget. Club outings like this are the
perfect way to connect with fellow members, try something new, and grow your photography skills. Stay
connected by visiting our website and joining us at upcoming meetings — we'd love to see you on the
next adventure!

CLICK HERE to view more member images from this three days of adventure.

— Claudia O'Grady, Secretary & Exhibits Chair

26


https://wasatchcameraclub.smugmug.com/Field-Trips/2025-Field-Trips/Gallery-112125-100-PM/i-MdckzJs

Field Trips — Overnight — Recaps (cont.)

January 7 - 11 — Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, NM

Our multi-day adventure to Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge felt like
stepping into a living postcard. From the
moment we arrived, the light seemed to
conspire in our favor - soft, golden, and
endlessly flattering. Every sunrise painted
the marshes in warm pastels, and every
sunset wrapped the landscape in deep,
cinematic tones that made even the simplest

compositions feel extraordinary.

Photo Credit: Dawn Griffith

The refuge itself was overflowing with life. Everywhere we turned,
something moved - cranes bugling in the distance, raptors
cruising low over the fields, ducks skimming the water, and of
course, the stars of the show: the snow geese. Their sheer
numbers were staggering, a reminder of how wild and alive this
place truly is.

But nothing compared to the daily rituals that became the
heartbeat of our trip: the morning and evening fly-outs. Standing
together in the cold, waiting for that first burst of wings, we
watched as thousands of Snow Geese lifted off in unison - an
explosion of sound, motion, and energy that you could feel in
your chest. The evening returns were just as magical, the sky

Photo Credit: Dana Vliet

streaked with birds gliding home against the fading light.

And after long days in the field, our group
dinners became their own kind of highlight.
Warm meals, tired laughter, shared images,
and stories from the day - those
conversations stitched the whole experience
together. It wasn't just about the photographs
we captured, but the camaraderie, the
inspiration, and the joy of being surrounded

‘ 3 by people who see the world through the
Photo Credit: Dawn Griffith same creative lens.

In the end, Bosque gave us everything we hoped for and more: unforgettable light, abundant wildlife,
breathtaking moments in the air, and the kind of shared memories that make a camera club feel like
a family.

CLICK HERE to view more member images. — Dawn Griffith, Board Director & Field Trips Chair
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i Shutter Up Socials — Upcoming

Shutter Up Socials are held as Zoom meetings and have provided an opportunity for Wasatch
Camera Club members to share up to 6 photos with other members without leaving their homes.
Each Social has an assigned theme and each participant shares how and why they took the photo.
CLICK HERE for more information on upcoming Socials.

February 19 / 6:30pm - 8:30pm - Painterly Photographs (Zoom)

The theme of the next Shutter Up is
photographs that look like paintings.
Painterly photography is a style that
makes photos look like paintings,
focusing on mood, emotion, and
artistic expression over sharp realism
by using soft light, rich textures,
deliberate composition, and post-
processing techniques like color
grading, dodging, and adding
textures to create depth and
atmosphere. Bring some of your
favorite painterly images and join

. ) us! The Zoom link will be sent in
Photo Credit: Claudia O'Gradly registration confirmation.

CLICK HERE to register for this Shutter Up Social event.

CLICK HERE for tips on using Zoom to share your images during Shutter Up Socials.

— Mary Whitesides, Board Director & Social Events Chair
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l_) News You Can Use

IPPA

INTERMOUNTAIN PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION

Photography Retreat in Moab
March 23 - 25

The Intermountain Professional Photographers Association (IPPA) is hosting a three-day
Photography Retreat in Moab, March 23 - 25. The retreat includes discounted hotel rooms and a
registration fee that covers the keynote speaker and two classroom lecture sessions as well as an
afternoon edit and print session. Additionally, guidance for self directed photography to iconic
locations is included. The keynote speaker is Bruce Hucko, an award-winning photographer,
publisher of fine-art photography books, and founder of the long-running Moab Photography
Symposium. There will also be sessions presented by Park City photographer David James
Winegar focused on landscape photography and the creative process. For details and registration
see the IPPA event page.

CLICK HERE for more News You Can Use

Have an article or online class you'd like to share with club members? Send them to info@wasatchcameraclub.com.

29


https://intermountainppa.org/event-6502920
mailto:info@wasatchcameraclub.com?subject=Photo%20News%20Suggestion%20for%20Website
https://wasatchcameraclub.com/news-and-events/photo-news

i Resources

Board Blogs
Great Salt Lake Over Flight by Jeff Clay

Board chairperson Jeff Clay early
last year had the opportunity to
participate in an aerial overflight
of the Great Salt Lake with the
purpose of photographing
Antelope Island from above. This
flight was at the request of one
of the designers of the new
exhibit space at the now being
constructed Antelope Island
Visitor Center with the purpose
of capturing images of the complex and dramatic geological landscape of

the island.

CLICK HERE here to learn more about the objective of this project and to view
the stunning images Jeff captured during the flight.

Education

There are numerous archived resources and presentations available to view on
the WCC website. CLICK HERE for resources, HERE for presentations and
HERE for workshops.

Mentoring

Under Director John Ballard, the Mentoring Program continues to offer aid and
instruction for new and intermediate photographers, provided by club
member volunteers. If you are interested in finding a mentor, or want to
volunteer your time helping someone improve their image-making and photo-
editing skills, send your name and questions to John.
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I[®) About WCC

Club Information

The Wasatch Camera Club is an all-volunteer organization, governed and run by a Board of Directors.
Founded in 1994, the Club operates today as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Club provides a rich
and enjoyable environment in which to improve your photography skills with activities that support our
educational goal. These include workshops, field trips, lectures, exhibits, competitions and one-on-one
mentoring. Annual membership fee is $50. For additional information, go to the Wasatch Camera Club
website or email info@wasatchcameraclub.com.

Executive Committee

Jeff Clay Board Chair boardchair@wasatchcameraclub.com
John Nellist Treasurer treasurer@wasatchcameraclub.com
Claudia O'Grady  Secretary & Exhibits Chair exhibits@wasatchcameraclub.com

Directors & Committee Members

Board Director, Competitions Chair & Galleries competitions@wasatchcameraclub.com

Jason Cameron

Manager
Dawn Griffith Board Director & Field Trips Chair fieldtrips@wasatchcameraclub.com
Board Director & Workshops/ workshops@wasatchcameraclub.com

Lisa Th
52 llaelnn el Presentation Chair

Mary Whitesides  Board Director & Social Events Chair socialevents@wasatchcameraclub.com
Board Director & Membership/ mentoring@wasatchcameraclub.com
John Ballard i )
Mentoring Chair
Greg Smith Board Director & PSA Chair psa@wasatchcameraclub.com
Cindy Costa Board Director & Newsletter Editor newsletters@wasatchcameraclub.com

PSA

Photographic
Society of
America
WORLOWIDE

Newsletter Division Newsletter Division Magazine Division

Wasatch Camera Club is a proud member of the Photographic Society of America. For more information on individual
memberships to PSA, visit their website at https://psaphotoworldwide.org/.

© Wasatch Camera Club, 2026. All images appearing in this newsletter are copyrighted by the maker. Unauthorized
use and/or duplication of this material or images/photographs without express and written permission from maker
and/or owner is strictly prohibited.
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